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Why the Fire that FRORP in the City 
Wc Edinburgh the 3.0f February 1700, 
" did fo ſuddenly fpread, both with. 
|. and againſt the Wind, and was not. 
- Toner ſtopt ; with ſome Propoſa/s 
n how to prevent thelike forthe future. 


g— A Gaid Fire having firſt broke out in the Eaſt-moſt Turnpike | 
" that leads to and from the- Meal-mercat,which is neat the centre 


of thoſe ſplendid Fabricks. now | ripe ig Aſhee.. 
h Pleneng Fear of its ſprea dingfo ſuddenly, and ſofar 


oy _— 


by 
— 


4 2:6 it bath done, is,: That moſt of the Lodgings and Tenements | 
-- ;ywere poſſeſſed by Noblemen, Members of the Colledi ge of Juſtice, 'and prin- 
cipalBurgers, who had their ſeveral. Houles richly Firniſhed with Houſhold- 

; Furniture,' which they were { mindful to preſerve; that they employed moſt 

. of the Tradeſmen and Work: people .( who ſhould haye been employed-to 
_ viſh the Fire ) in ſaving of. their Goods. 7. | 
'he moſt part of the Ars being Boxed with "TIN Fir-Dales, and 
mo bf- the 'Safe: Lintelsof Doors and Windows: being of Timber, which 
- hath communication, with the Lath and Geiſting, and. the Geifting very ſſen- 
der, theFire getting entry upon the- Boxing, it makes a violent Flame, enters 
the Larh and Geifting above, and of aſudden brings down the Flooring, and 
from one to. another, 'cill all the Tenement be deſtroyed; ſo that few dare. 
\ adventure tg enter a | Houſe where the.Fire gets entry-upon the Boxing. 

. _ 3. The Houſes being! ſo prodigionelughs ſome of-theſe were,8& ſome ſtrait 
Entries is zterrour to Work-people to enter or-come near them when in Fire, 
fearing the Walls to fall ppoa them, ... r 

4. The Tradeſmen atid others, who have been ative and inſttumental i Is” 
extinguiſhing Fires i in Edinbur gh, to the hazard of their Lives and Lintbs; ha-. 

. ving been-negleted (by heh who reapt the benefit ot; their' Labour, by ha- 

q ving their Lands and Goods preſerved, ,) not being Gratified, is the occaſion 
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_ that ſo few are ative at ſach Occaſions. 


'9 ; Overture; 


| good Square Geifts, of a competen 

- + Inches deep at the ſmalleſt el; 8 & if the Houſe orRooms. be above 

_ . Foot wide pr mopoar Kan the Geifts ought to be ſquarer, that they 
ſtrength to reſiſt Fire for-ſome time. .. 


| grin 


until firſt they Jay apar 


- ot be madedouble and ren and hung upon tron rooks. 
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OVER \TUR ES for preventing the 1 


frees 2. of accidental Fire, that may : 
appen within the Gity of Edinburgh, ko 


any other Town. 


of 


Hat al Boxing of Hina be Aicharged;exchpe Windows atid Chim- -* 
ney-pieces ; and that all Safe-Lintels over Doors, or Windows: be 


_ ordered to beof Stone. 


2. That as the Eftates of Parliament, out of their — and paternal 
Care,, bath made ſeveral Ads agiplt the-Prodjgdlicy of. Apparel, alswell for 


promoting the'Manufadtories Kin 19 az te keep Money therein, that 
was unneceſfarly employed abroad; o fk kewl! ib pan? Fre ebe/Pro 
digality of late, iti furniſhing of Fogſes wit 


of rich Furn Ureare,an 
fat the ſame; and that jn-place 


the Conſequences thereof, and? 


''of Rooms, the Inhabitants' may be obliged to hang their phones 4 
| Woollen-Hangings, - ard others not combuſtable, being of the Manufaftpry of 4: 


the Kingdom, except for the uſe of the Nobiliry, or ſuch others as the'Par- 
liament chinks fit tozndulge. 
.2.* That all Houſes to be Built or Rebvilt 3 in Edinber, gh, be Geiſted with | 


t thickneſs, Vie. Six Inches ch 


have 


Houſes be ſuthciently\Plaſtered before noy. Boxihg of Windows 
pinces Be Hon fo thatthere beno- Commilni Kaon betwixt the © | 


ach or Gei wo | 
"Mi That when any Ho all hay ent break, the Nei ighbourhood, wt or. 
other Inhabjtants- for the time*may to remove their Pleni 

t as many Ferker: s, and courſeſt of their Wolles 
Furniture as will ſtop "pe Windows of their Hopſes that appears any ways to 


bein hazard, with ſome ofthe courſeſt'of their Bed-plades to. help co.cover | 


4. That alt 


Roofs, or Timber Fore-Stairs, if needful 


6, That every Family that lives in a big þ Houſe, and particularly thoſe 
that live in Timber Lands, that they provide for their owh Security.als many 
ſttong Cords as willgo Jouble from their Windows to the Street, with . ſome 
Jet: for tying within, and ſloping yg into o theStreet, that thereby. they may 
not enlyconvoy downtheir Pleniſtjng liberatly, bur alfo any perſon th 
may chance to ſtay-in the Houſe eill the Fre enter vpon'the Houſe where he 


at the Hight of the Buildings may be ftridtly obſerved conform tothe 
late AF of Parliament aneft Building, 'and that where there isany Communi- * 
cation through a middle Wall, or' from one. Lodging ,to another, that both 
Cheeks, Solls and Lintals of the Doorsbeof Stone, A yy that the Doors there- 
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then thoſe who had the uppermoſt Stories will loſe their Property, and for. 
lupp'ying of this Loſs, ther's a neceſſity chat.ſome Fand might be wade, oi 
ot- which treir Loſs ought to be compenſed, and the moſt felible Fond the 
| Authorhath thought upon is 3 That if the Eftates of Parliameot wit! our of | 


1 


[ 


their Bounty give their Concurrance and Afliftance, -in gratifying ſuch _ | 


as will loſe their . Property ( in the Burnt-Lands by reſtrifting- the 


Hight )) and for the Conveniency of moſt of the Leidges reſorting to Ede. th 


burgh. There wasa Projeft ſore yearsago, to have had « Streetleading fros; . 
the High-Street to mpyr frog] and Fr. be near upon a pul yrs gr 
Houſes, on both fides of Halkerflowns-Wynd, and erefting new Lodginos on 


both ſides, but the Purchaſs being too heavy for privat Men, it went no far- © | 
der z Butit's ſuppoled that a Fond of 70001ib. perl. might purchaſe al he : 


| Houſes, and help to lavel the Street, and gratify ſome ot thoſe Perſon 

wilt come ſhort of their Houſes. If hid cok be marks Ca to the 5 Hip ; 
Parliarvent, to lay down a Fond to anſwer the above mentioned Deſign 
ay wt 0% few years be co to.accommodat the Lei 2 
than formerly, andhave a more acceſhble Entry to and f Weft. North 

and Eaſt, than ever they had before. ey : oy _ wo: OR 
-  . 8, That Encouragement may' be given to Tradeſ-men and others,that ſhall 
happen to be attive in extinguifhing Fire, and that out ofa Tax to be laid on 
upon the neighbouring Lands, and particularly upon thoſe that were moſt 
| In hazard,which they by their Care and Forewardneſs ſhall help ta preſerve,” - 

and that if any by their forewardneſs ſhall happen to Ioſe their Livesor Limbs; 
there ought to be a Penſion allowed: to the Lame, and to the Widaue = — 
Infants of the Dead, but the Town of Edinburgh bekevoe tO be at the firſt ad-" 


vance of ſach Gratifications. - 


9. That the IncorporatiBng, as well the Merchanes tht 45 Trades, do lik. mY 


and havein readineſs, at all time when Fire ſhall happen, « 
Men to wait upon the Magiſtrats, and to obey their Comman 
firſt notice of Fire is given,& the Corporations are to furniſh theirProportions- 


des better _ 


Hundred good - _ 


| . of theſaid Hundred Men,or more if thought fit,according to the Song and 


Number of the ſeveral Incorporations, and proportionally: And for this 


end, ' the Magiſtrats or the Incprporations themſelves, ought to provide. all q 


Sortsof Inſtruments and Machines for Bea 
and for extinguiſhing the Fire. Ds 


Theſe Propoſels are offered out of reſpe# to the Intereſt of. the 'King- | 
dom in general, and to the City of Edinburgh in paerticalar, by one who 
bath no partieuler Deſign of his own, hoping that wherein heis def:Tive, 


. #thers will not only ſupply it as to their Advice for Preſervation of what 


is, or 49 be bult, but will give their Advice anent the Regulation 'of the 
.  Fabricks to bebuilt, and that either in Print or in Writings, to be given 
. in tothe Lord Proveſt and Conntil of Edinburgh. © ws 
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Edinburg b, Printed by the Heirs and Succefſors of Andrew Anderſon, Printer 


rothe King's thoſt Excellent Majeſtic, Anne DOM 1700. 


ting and Pulling down of Houſes, - 
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It the bight of theſe Fabricks of the Tenements laſt burnt be reſtricted; | '\ 
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